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FINAL CONFERENCE AGENDA
What’s missing in the response to the global financial crisis?

Rethinking the global financial system during a time of crisis

October 19 – 20, 2009

Ottawa, Canada

Goals 

· Engage the Canadian government in discussions about the April and September G-20 responses to the global financial crisis;

· Build on the outcomes of the UN Conference on the World Economic and Financial Crisis and its Impact on Development and the findings of the Stiglitz Commission;

· Inform the agenda for the G8 summit in Canada on elements relating to the global financial crisis, and profile the role Canada can play in responding to these issues;

· Raise the awareness of the Canadian public, parliamentarians, media and key decision-makers about some of the alternative responses to the financial crisis.
Anticipated Outputs

· 6-8 page briefing paper drawing from the discussion the implications for Canadian policy looking ahead to the G8 (G-20 and follow-up to the UN Conference on the World Economic and Financial Crisis);
· A series of audio podcasts of the various speeches, potentially also including the discussion.
*    *    *

Monday, October 19 

90 University Private (a residence), Lounge 140, University of Ottawa

(Open to the general public)

5:30 p.m. –
Thinking the unthinkable – The global financial crisis as an opportunity for 

   7:30 p.m.
transformative and systemic change?

Welcome and introduction to the panel

Catherine Coumans, Outgoing Chair, Halifax Initiative Coalition and Andrea Martinez. Director, School of International Development and Global Studies, University of Ottawa


Moderator: Kari Polanyi Levitt, Emerita Professor of Economics, McGill University

Causes of, and responses to, the global financial crisis 


Chuck Freedman, Co-Director, Centre for Monetary and Financial Economics, Carleton University

Impacts of the crisis and expanding the agenda for change

Jomo K. Sundaram, Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Development, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations

The role of the UN in addressing the crisis - Recommendations from the UN Commission of Experts


Dr. José Antonio Ocampo, Director, Program in Economic and Political Development, School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University and member of the Commission of Experts of the President of the UN General Assembly on Reforms of the International Monetary and Financial System
Questions and answers and discussion 
7:30 - 8:30 
Reception - University of Ottawa

Tuesday, October 20 
Sir Guy and Lady Carleton Room, Residence Inn by Marriott, 161 Laurier Avenue West (between Metcalfe and Elgin)

(More targeted audience)

8:00 – 9:00 
Registration

9:00 – 9:10
Introduction and welcome

Bill Morton, Chair, Halifax Initiative Coalition
9:10 – 9:30
Thematic overview of the crisis, its impacts, current responses and future opportunities

Roy Culpeper, President, The North-South Institute
Governance and institution
9:30 -11:00
Global economic governance in crisis: new players, new power

Moderator: Gordon Betcherman, Professor, School of International Development and Global Studies, University of Ottawa


The emerging role of the G20 as the Leaders Forum

John Sinclair, Senior Fellow, School of International Development and Global Studies, University of Ottawa

Reforming global governance, and addressing power imbalances


Domenico Lombardi, President, The Oxford Institute for Economic Policy and Nonresident Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution 
Questions and answers and discussion 
11:00 – 11:15
Coffee break

Rules and policies

11:15 – 1:00
Raising and retaining funds

Moderator: Teresa Healy, Senior Researcher, Social and Economic Policy Department, Canadian Labour Congress


Policy responses to unfettered finance


Pablo Heidrich, Senior Researcher, The North-South Institute


Plugging the leaks


Raymond Baker, Director, Global Financial Integrity

Africa's trade during the crisis and the conclusion of the Doha Round

Tina Nanyangwe, formerly Jesuit Center for Theological Reflection
Questions and answers and discussion 
1:00 – 2:00 
Lunch

Looking ahead - A looming debt crisis?
2:00 – 3:30
Towards ensuring future responsible lending


Moderator: John Dillon, Economic Justice Coordinator, KAIROS-Canada

Beyond a new debt crisis

Gail Hurley, Policy and Advocacy Officer, European Network on Debt and Development

Establishing an Independent Sovereign Debt Workout Mechanism


Oscar Ugarteche, Senior Research Fellow, Instituto de Investigaciones Económicas, UNAM, Mexico and member of the Latin American Network on Debt and Development (LATINDAD)
Questions and answers and discussion 
3:30 – 3:45
Coffee break

Perspectives on proposals for change
3:45 – 5:15
Rethinking the global financial system


Moderator: Cristina Rojas, Professor, Norman Paterson School of International Affairs, Carleton University

Rethinking the global financial architecture –perspectives from the Inter-Governmental Group of 24

Amar Bhattacharya, Director, Inter-Governmental Group of 24

Rethinking the global financial architecture – perspectives from civil society

Soren Ambrose, Development Finance Coordinator, Action Aid International

Rethinking global development finance – perspectives from the Canadian government

John Davies, Director and IDA Deputy, International Finance and Development Division, Finance Canada
Questions and answers and discussion 
5:15 - 5:30
Close and summing up

Gerry Barr, President-CEO, Canadian Council for International Co-operation and Chair, Make Poverty History Canada

By invitation only

6:30 – 7:00
Drinks reception – by invitation only

7:00 – 10:00
Halifax Initiative 15th Anniversary Dinner – by invitation only

BIOGRAPHIES – SPEAKERS AND CHAIRS
The biographies are listed in alphabetical order.

Soren Ambrose, Development Finance Coordinator of Action Aid International

Soren Ambrose is the Development Finance Coordinator of Action Aid International. He has been a leading member of many organizations including 50 Years is Enough, New Voices on Globalization, Daughters of Mumbi Global Resource Center and the Bank Information Center. He has been quoted by the BBC, New York Times, Washington Post and others and was profiled in the Financial Times. He was a lead organizer of the April 2000 protests against the IMF and World Bank in Washington, D.C.

Raymond Baker, Director of Global Financial Integrity

Raymond Baker is the Director of Global Financial Integrity and is a Senior Fellow at the Center for International Policy in Washington, DC. He is the author of Capitalism’s Achilles Heel: Dirty Money and How to Renew the Free-Market System, cited by the Financial Times as one of the “best business books of 2005,” as well as The Biggest Loophole in the Free-Market System, Illegal Flight Capital; Dangers for Global Stability, and How Dirty Money Binds the Poor. He is an internationally respected authority on corruption, money laundering, growth and foreign policy issues. He has written and spoken extensively and testified before legislative committees in the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom. He frequently appears on television and radio including appearances on Nightline, CNN, BBC, NPR, Four Corners, and GloboNews.

Gerry Barr, C.M., President-CEO, Canadian Council for International Co-operation

Gerry Barr is the President-CEO of the Canadian Council for International Co-operation (CCIC) a coalition representing about 100 leading Canadian non-governmental organizations engaged in international development. Gerry Barr is a Member of the Order of Canada. He was awarded the Pearson Peace Medal in 1996 for his personal contribution to aid to the developing world, mediation in conflict, and peaceful change through international cooperation.

He is the co-chair of Make Poverty History (Canada).  MPH campaigns for More and Better Aid, Trade Justice, the cancellation of the debt of the world’s poorest countries and - in Canada - the eradication of child poverty. Gerry Barr is also co-chair of the International Civil Liberties Monitoring Group – a national coalition organized to monitor, and promote public discussion of, the human rights implications of anti-terrorism laws in Canada and other countries. 

Before joining CCIC in January of 2001, Gerry Barr was the Executive Director of the Steelworkers Humanity Fund, a labour-based non-governmental organization that supports projects undertaken by partner organizations in 13 countries and five regions of the world. He has served on several Boards and Steering Committees including those of the North South Institute (1994-2000), the Ethical Trading Action Group (1996-2000), the Horn of Africa Policy Group (1991-1993). 

Gordon Betcherman, Professor, School of International Development and Global Studies, University of Ottawa 

Gordon Betcherman is a professor at the School of International Development and Global Studies at the University of Ottawa. He was a World Bank expert on labour standards and social protection where he was responsible for leading research, policy and operational support activities in many areas including industrial relations, core labour standards, labour law, active labour market policies, and support for unemployed workers. Prior to joining the World Bank he was one of Canada’s leading researchers and analysts on employment issues. He is a visiting fellow at the School of Policy Studies at Queen’s University, director of the Canadian Policy Research Networks, and member of the Statistics Canada Advisory Committee on Labour Statistics and the editorial board of the Canadian Business Economics Journal.

Amar Bhattacharya, Director, Intergovernmental Group of 24

Amar Bhattacharya is currently Director of the Group of 24. The Intergovernmental Group of Twenty-Four on International Monetary Affairs and Development (G-24) was established in 1971 with the objective of helping to articulate and support the position of developing countries in the discussions of the IMF, World Bank and other relevant fora.  Prior to taking up his current position, Mr. Bhattacharya had a long-standing career in the World Bank.  His last position was as Senior Advisor and Head of the International Policy and Partnership Group in the Poverty Reduction and Economic Management Network of the World Bank. In this capacity, he was the focal point for the Bank’s engagement with key international groupings and institutions such as the G7/G8, G20, IMF, OECD and the Commonwealth Secretariat, including on the reform of the aid as well as international financial architecture. 

Catherine Coumans, Ph.D., Research Coordinator and Asia-Pacific Program Coordinator, MiningWatch Canada

Catherine is the Research Coordinator of MiningWatch Canada, an organization that responds to public health, water and air quality, fish and wildlife habitat and community interests posed by irresponsible mineral policies and practices in Canada and by Canadian companies around the world. Catherine has supervised Canadian and international research projects and co-authored peer reviewed reports on topics such as full-cost accounting for mining, revitalizing economies of mining dependent communities, submarine tailings disposal, human rights impact assessment and participatory health research. She has numerous publications in journals and books on mining-related issues, and co-authored The Framework for Responsible Mining: A Guide to Evolving Standards (2005).    

Catherine also works with regional Non-Governmental Organizations and mining-affected communities in India, Burma, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines, Papua New Guinea and Kanaky-New Caledonia. Her work has particularly focused on indigenous peoples affected by Canadian mining companies in this region. Catherine has also participated in various government-led multi-stakeholder processes. Most recently she was on the Government's Advisory Group for the National Roundtables on CSR and the Canadian Extractive Industry in Developing Countries. She is currently on the steering committee of the multi-stakeholder research organization Mine Environment Neutral Drainage and is the Chair of the Halifax Initiative Coalition.

She holds an MSc (London School of Economics) and PhD (McMaster University) in Cultural Anthropology , carried out Postdoctoral research at Cornell University, and has taught at both Cornell and McMaster.  
Roy Culpeper, President and CEO, The North-South Institute

Roy Culpeper received his PhD in Economics from the University of Toronto in 1975. Culpeper joined The North-South Institute in 1986 and was Vice-President and Coordinator of Research from 1991 until 1995, when he was appointed President. Before joining the Institute, his work experience included positions in the Manitoba government's Cabinet Planning Secretariat, the federal Department of Finance, and the Department of External Affairs and International Trade. From 1983 to 1986, Culpeper was advisor to the Canadian executive director at the World Bank in Washington. At the Institute, he has conducted research on a broad range of issues relating to international finance and, from 1993 to 1995, he directed the Institute's largest-ever project, a comprehensive study of four regional development banks. He is the author of numerous publications, including Titans or Behemoths?: The Multilateral Development Banks; and Canada and the Global Governors: Reforming the Multilateral Development Banks. Since his appointment as President, the Institute has annually published the Canadian Development Report, and has launched research in new areas such as corporate responsibility and human security.

John Davies, Director and IDA Deputy, International Finance and Development Division, Finance Canada
JD joined the Department of Finance since 2001.  His group looks after the World Bank and other multilateral development banks, IMF relations with developing countries, the international assistance budget, debt relief issues, and export finance.

John Dillon, Economic Justice Coordinator, KAIROS-Canada
John Dillon has been a researcher on international trade and finance issues on behalf of the Canadian churches since 1973, first with the GATT-Fly project which was later renamed the Ecumenical Coalition for Economic Justice. John continues the same duties now as Program Coordinator for Economic Justice with KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives.
Chuck Freedman, Co-Director, Centre for Monetary and Financial Economics, Carleton University

Freedman is Scholar in Residence in the Department of Economics and co-director of the Centre for Monetary and Financial Economics at Carleton University. He worked at the Bank of Canada from 1974 to 2003, serving as Deputy Governor from 1988 to 2003. As Deputy Governor his principal concerns were matters related to the design of monetary policy and issues regarding financial institutions and clearing and settlement systems. 

Prior to joining the Bank of Canada in 1974, Freedman was a faculty member at the University of Minnesota. He was the Clifford Clark Visiting Economist at the Department of Finance, a member of the Financial Stability Forum and of the Committee on Payment and Settlement Systems at the Bank for International Settlements.   
Subsequent to his retirement, Freedman served as a consultant for a number of central banks and participated in IMF workshops on inflation targeting. He is currently participating in research with staff of the Research Department of the IMF and editing a book on inflation targeting for the IMF.  Freedman is also a director and chair of the audit committee of The Canadian Depository for Securities Limited.
Freedman studied at the University of Toronto, Oxford University, and M.I.T., from which he received a PhD in Economics.

Teresa Healey, Adjunct Research Professor, Institute for Political Economy, Carleton University

Teresa Healy is Adjunct Research Professor at the Institute for Political Economy at Carleton University, is Research Associate at the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, is a senior researcher with the Social and Economic Policy Department of the Canadian Labour Congress, and was previously with the Canadian Union of Public Employees. She holds a doctorate in Political Science from Carleton University and has lectured at Sir Wilfred Laurier University and Trent University. She specializes in North American integration, labour and public sector issues, and is author of Gendered Struggles Against Globalization in Mexico.

Pablo Heidrich, Senior researcher on Trade and Development at NSI
Pablo Heidrich is a senior researcher on Trade and Development at NSI. Previously, with the Latin American Trade Network (Argentina). Works on political economy of trade and finance, trade policies during financial crises, regional cooperation in trade and finance, and political economy of energy. Regional expertise on Latin America and East Asia. Recent research projects are: BRICS Strategies at the WTO in a Global Crisis (2009), Policy Responses to Unfettered Finance (2008-2009), Financial Crises and Trade Disputes (2006-2008). Trade and Economic Policies of the New Latin American Left (2007), Energy and Infrastructure Integration in South America (2005-2007), Academic background in international relations (Manhattanville College, USA, and FLACSO, Argentina), economic development (Tsukuba University, Japan), and international political economy (University of Southern California, USA).
Gail Hurley, Policy and Advocacy Officer, European Network on Debt and Development 

Gail Hurley is the Policy and Advocacy Officer at the European Network on Debt and Development. Her responsibilities include Eurodad’s work on multilateral debt, illegitimate debt and financial architecture. Before joining Eurodad she was Coordinator of the European Volunteer Centre in Brussels. She has also worked at the European Commission. She has a BA Honours degree from the University of Liverpool and MSc in Development Studies from the School of African and Oriental Studies at the University of London.

Kari Polanyi Levitt, Emerita Professor of Economics at McGill University

Kary Polanyi Levitt is Emerita Professor McGill University, specialising in Political Economy and Economics of Development; founding member of the Canadian Association for the Study of International Development; honourary president of the Karl Polanyi Institute of Political Economy at Concordia University; and recipient of the J. K. Galbraith Prize from the Progressive Economics Forum of Canada. Among her publications are Silent Surrender: The Multinational Corporation in Canada; Reclaiming Development: Independent Thought and Caribbean Community; and the recently published Essays on the Theory of Plantation Economy: A Historical and Institiutional Approach to Caribbean Economic Development, co-authored with Lloyd Best.
Domenico Lombardi, President of the Oxford Institute for Economic Policy 

Domenico Lombardi is President of The Oxford Institute for Economic Policy (OXONIA). He is a member of leading policy fora including the Brookings Institution, the Bretton Woods Committee’s International Council, the G20 Research Group, the G8 Research Group, Aspen Institute Italia and the Institute for International Affairs in Rome.  Dr. Lombardi is a Managing Editor of World Economics and sits on the editorial boards of various journals. He has previously advised the Executive Boards of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.  Dr. Lombardi’s academic interests focus on the reform of the international financial and monetary system, and the creation of a new aid architecture. His research has been published in several peer-reviewed journals and has been referred to in Congressional hearings and government reports. His edited volume Finance, Development, and the IMF has just been released from Oxford University Press. Most recently, Dr. Lombardi has authored a Report on the reform of the IMF upon request of the IMF Managing Director. Dr. Lombardi has an undergraduate degree in Financial Economics from Bocconi University, Milan, and he did his postgraduate studies at Harvard University, The London School of Economics and Oxford University (Nuffield College), from which he holds a Ph.D. in Economics. 

Andrea Martinez, Director, School of International Development and Global Studies, University of Ottawa
Andrea Martinez is a full professor and director of the School of International Development and Global Studies at the University of Ottawa. She was the first coordinator (2001-2004) of COLAM’s Inter-American Training Network on Women and Development, a university consortium that jointly offers academic programs and professional training fostering an intercultural perspective on feminist topics of continental interest. She also served for six years as Director (2000-2006) of the Institute of Women’s Studies at the University of Ottawa. Her publications include numerous articles and book chapters on the struggle against poverty, violence and other forms of deprivation of marginalized women (Afro descendent and aboriginal women female refugees, teenage mothers, HIV-positive women or victims of international trafficking). More recently, her involvement in the field of sexual and reproductive rights has led her to forge links with university partners, aboriginal women’s groups and NGOs in Latin America (especially in Chile, Argentina, Costa Rica, Peru and Brazil) to promote equity and social justice.
Bill Morton, Senior Research, The North-South Institute
Bill Morton’s original profession was as a social worker. He began his career in international development with Oxfam Australia as Coordinator of their Horn of Africa program, and later worked for an international development consulting company. He joined the North-South Institute in 2004, where he is Senior Researcher, Development Cooperation. He leads the Institute’s work on international aid policy and effectiveness, and on Canada’s aid program. He is also current Chair of the Halifax Initiative Coalition.  
Tina Nanyangwe, former Coordinator, Debt, Aid and Trade Programee, Jesuit Centre for Theological Research
From March 2007 – to August 2009, Tina worked as Programme Officer for Aid Policy and Research in the Debt, Aid and Trade Programme at the Jesuit Centre for Theological Reflection (JCTR). She was responsible for crafting and designing research studies and appropriate research tools, developing concept notes and undertaking both desk and field studies on socio-economic issues. Later in 2008, she became Coordinator of the Programme, conducting detailed analyses of Zambia’s National Budgets, and presenting the JCTR’s views on the budget and economic indicators in particular as they relate to promoting the plight of the poor in Zambia . During this period, she was also a lecturer in Political Studies at the University of Zambia. Whilst at the JCTR, she spearhead the mobilisation of local citizens in various campaigns on trade issues and pressing the government to establish a law that would enhance citizen-wide consultation in the procurement of both domestic and external loans to serve the country from slipping back in the debt trap. 

Prior to working at the JCTR, she was a Monitoring and Evaluation Officer for Afya Mzuri, a Zambian NGO funded by the DFID and SHARe/USAID, specialising in implementing HIV and AIDS prevention, treatment and care programmes for the private sector, workplaces and communities. She graduated from the University of Zambia in 2005 where she studied a Bachelor of Arts in Economics and Demography. 
José Antonio Ocampo, Director, Program in Economic and Political Development, School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University 

José Antonio Ocampo, a Colombian citizen, holds a B.A. in Economics and Sociology from the University of Notre Dame (1972), and a Ph.D. in Economics from Yale University (1976). He has received a number of personal honors and distinctions, including the 2008 Leontief Prize for Advancing the Frontiers of Economic Thought and the 1988 “Alejandro Angel Escobar” National Science Award of Colombia. Since July 2007, he is Professor and Director of the Economic and Political Development Concentration in the School of International and Public Affairs and Fellow of the Committee on Global Thought at Columbia University, and is currently a Member of the Commission of Experts of the UN General Assembly on Reforms of the International Monetary and Financial System. From 2003 to 2007 he served as the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs and, prior to that, as Executive Secretary of the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). From 1989 to 1997, he held a number of high-level posts in the Government of Colombia, including Minister of Finance and Public Credit, Director (Minister) of the National Planning Department, and Minister of Agriculture. He has served as Executive Director of FEDESARROLLO, Professor of Economics at Universidad de los Andes, and Professor of Economic History at Universidad Nacional de Colombia, and visiting professor at Cambridge, Oxford and Yale Universities. He has published extensively on macroeconomic theory and policy, international financial issues, economic and social development, international trade, and Colombian and Latin American economic history.

Fraser Reilly-King, Coordinator, Halifax Initiative Coalition

Fraser Reilly-King is the Coordinator of the Halifax Initiative Coalition, the Canadian presence for public interest research and education on International Financial Institutions and Export Credit Agencies (ECAs). Fraser is responsible for coordinating all aspects of the Coalition’s work. Prior to becoming the Coordinator, Fraser worked for the NGO Working Group on Export Development Canada, a working group of the Halifax Initiative and the Canadian focal point for ECA–Watch, a network of international groups working to reform the activities of ECAs. He has been with the Coalition since 2002. Fraser has also worked as a Communications Officer at the United Nations Association in Canada, an intern at the Youth Unit of the United Nations in New York, and as an English teacher (in Ecuador and Toronto). He is currently on the Board of the Canary Research Institute on Mining, Environment and Health. Fraser has a Masters of Science in Development Studies from the London School of Economics, with a focus on gender issues.

Cristina Rojas, Professor, Norman Paterson School of International Affairs, Carleton University

Cristina Rojas is a professor at the Norman Paterson School of International Affairs at Carleton University. She has also worked in Javeriana University in Colombia and is a visiting scholar at Harvard and York universities as well as the University of North Carolina. She is the author of Civilization and Violence: Regimes of Representation in Nineteenth Century Colombia, and has contributed to and edited several other books on related topics
John Sinclair, Senior Fellow, School of International Development and Global Studies, University of Ottawa

John Sinclair, born in the UK, has lived many years in Canada. After studying economics at Cambridge University, he has followed a career in international development. After a period with the Economist Intelligence Unit, he was an economic advisor with what is now UK DFID, working mainly on Asia.  He joined CIDA in 1974 working for them on Asia, Africa and global policy issues, including north-south dialogue and indebtedness.  For a number of years he was employed at the World Bank, first as an advisor to Canada’s Executive Director, then on staff working on global program effectiveness and South Asia.  He is now a Senior Fellow at Ottawa University, as well as a NSI Research Associate.  His current research and writing interests include global development architecture, aid effectiveness and donor performance.
Jomo K. Sundaram, Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Development, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations

Jomo Sundaram is the Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Development, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations and is Honorary Research Coordinator for the G24 Intergovernmental Group on International Monetary Affairs and Development. He also serves as adviser to the President of the 63rd UN General Assembly and as member of the Stiglitz Commission of Experts. He has held teaching positions at the Faculty of Economics and Administration at the University of Malaya, at the Science University of Malaysia, Harvard University, Yale College, National University of Malaysia, Cambridge, and Cornell University. His most recent publications include Tigers in Trouble; Rents, Rent-Seeking and Economic Development: Theory and the Asian Evidence; Malaysian Eclipse: Economic Crisis and Recovery; and  Globalization Versus Development: Heterodox Perspectives and Southeast Asia’s Industrialization. He is co-founder of the International Institute for Development Economic Analysis Network, a not-for-profit organization linking development economists around the world. He received his B.A. from Yale and his M.P.A. and Ph.D. from Harvard.
Oscar Ugarteche, Instituto de Investigaciones Economicas, UNAM, Mexico
Oscar Ugarteche is a Senior Research Fellow at the Instituto de Investigaciones Economicas, UNAM, Mexico and is a member of the Latin American Network on Debt and Development. He is a former Professor of International Finance at the Catholic University of Peru.
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